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gether in the place. It was consequently a very favourable
opportunity for giving information to the Christians,
that they might now, if they chose, render important
services to the local government at a most critical
juncture, and also for ascertaining the spirit which
animated them. The corps was in process of formation,
and the Christians shewed that they were quite ready
to overlook the contempt with which hitherto they had
been regarded, and to fight for the Government if neces-
sary. One or two companies were already formed,
when suddenly the order came from the Lieutenant-
Governor that the men were to be discharged. The
order was issued, I say, by the late Lieutenant-Gover-
nor, Mr John Peter Grant, who, jealous of the fine
feelings of Hindoo and Moslem, thought that it would
be offensive to the natives in general, and might create
difficulties, and so forth, if native Christians were at
such a time introduced into the army. At such a time,
forsooth! Where was the Bengal army at this time ?
It was melting away, and soon became a nonentity.
And as to loyalty and honour, on how many men could
the finger be placed during those months of terror,
beside the Christians, in respect of whom it could be
said with certainty, that they were staunch to the
core?

Another opportunity, however, was offered the Chris-
tians of'performing military service. Presently a police
levy was raised, the rank and dignity of which were to
be considerably lower than of the corps of which I have
been speaking. Nothing daunted by disappointment